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HIS eel Epiſtle, was written to As 1 
Church at Philippi; by the Apoſtle Paul, 
then a Priſoner at Rome; tis directed, 
Firſt, to the Church in general, 70 all the 
Saints i in Chriſt Feſus, which are at Philip 7 
then particularly to the Officers of the Churc which 
were the Biſhops and Deacons. After this Inſcription, 
accompanied 7 the uſual a poſtolick Bene . 
together with ſuitable Prayers and Praiſes, on account 
of the Church at Philippi, the Apoſtle profeſſes his 
great Affection to them, and Concern for their Welfare; 

then having obviated th eOffence, his preſentSufferings 
might caſt in their Way; he in the 2oth Verſe takes 
Occaſion to mention his own Devotedneſs to the Ser- 
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th 


nd lory of Chriſt; ' according to my ys I 
Epe and my Hope ; that in nothing 1 ſhall be 
aſtamed, but that with all Boldneſs, as always, ſo now 
40%, Cbriſtiſball be m 2511 ed in my Body, whether it 
be by Life er by Death. A Reſolution, worthy the 
Faith and ale of the greatApoſtle ; For to me to 
live is Chriſt, My Life is devoted toChriſt, I live to 
« advance his Kingdom and Honour in the World. 
«« Chriſt is my Life, while I live it is to him; and to 
« die ir Gain ; this is my Comfort in all my Perils 
«« and Sufferings, though the Service of Chriſt coſt me 
my Life; and I ſhall not count my Life dear to 
. . 3 fo that I may finiſh my. Courſe with Joy, 
«ana the Miniſtry which I have received of the 
« Lord Jeſus, to teſtify the Golpe] af, the Grace of 
«6 God.? 
We have in che holy Apoſtle, the tue Character of | 
a Belieyerjs Life and Death; his Life is Chriſt, and 
his Death is Gain. £ 
 Thefe, I ſhall endeavour 1 to iluſtrs and 
improve, in the following Diſcourſe. . 
First, we have the Character of a Believer 8 1 
To him to live is Chriſt; he is the Author, Support, q 
Rule and End of the Chriſtian Life; his Grace is the 
Principle, his Goſpel the Rule, his Example the Mea- | 
ſure and Pattern, his Service the Work, his Glory 
the End, and his Promiſes the Hope and Comfort of 
a Believer” s Life. Particularly, 
I be Chriſtian's Life is ſupported, animated ES 
maintained by Chriſt : as they are ſaved by the Waſh- 
ing , Regeneration and renewing of the Holy Ghoſt, 
_ whichts ted on them abundantly, through Feſus Chriſt 
our Saviour ; fo by Virtue 0 their Galle to Chriſt, 
© they experience the Aids of his indwelling Spirit, 
whereby they are aſſiſted and enabled, they are 
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| Man. A zreably Chriſt is call'd the V ine, and 
Chriſtians the Branches, becauſe they grow upon him 


as the Source of divine Life: Agreably the Apoſtle 
tells us, * I am crucified with Chriſt, nevertheleſs I 
live, yet not I but Chriſt liveth in me. And we find 
him aſcribing all his Ability to Chriſt ; + 7 can do all 
Things thre? Chriſt which ſirgngtheneth. me, Thus 
he Believer lives upon Chriſt, and is ſupported b 


N 


| The Goſpel of Chriſt is the Rule of a Chriſtian's | 
Life; the Goſpel is not barely a Revelation of 
_ gracious Doctrines; but a Syſtem of noble Precepts, 


S for the Rule of our Lives. This Grace of 
0 


God teaches #s, that denying Ungodlineſs and worldly 
Luſts we ſhould live ſoberly, righteoufly and godly in 
this preſent World : the Goſpel governs the Heart 


and directs the Actions of the Chriſtian, — He eyes 


this Rule, he labours to praftice the Duties, and to 


abound in the Vertues, which the Goſpel inculcates ; 


His Converſation is as becometh the Goſpel of Chriſt, 


be delights in this Law after the inner Man; ſtriving 


to excel in evangelical Purity and Righteouſnels : 


Thus to him to live is Chriſt, Again, 


The Life of Jeſus is the Pattern of a Believet's ; 


Fe the Duties and copied the Vertues of the - 


the diſtinguiſhing Graces of it; he actually in a good 3 3 


Meaſure copies them into his own Life; he learns x 


bin, 


of T. John 15. 4. Gal. 2. 20. {Phil, 4, 13. {$1 John 2.6. fo 
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Bin, who is meek and Irwly i in Heart. The Life of Wt! 
Chriſt is manifeſt in the Chriſtian's Life, agreable to I = 

the Apoſtle: + aways bearing about in the Body, the, 0, 
dying of the Lord Feſus ; that the Life alſo of Feſus EC 

f might be made manifeſt in our Body, for we which n 
=. Hive, are always delivered unto Death, for Feſus Sake, | 
|. T7thattihe Life alſo of Pefus might be made Fs in . 
our mortal Fleſh. As Chriſt was an Example of Love Il / 


toGod,ſp the Believers Life is full of Love to Him; th 
his Heart is fixed on God. Love ſweetens his Duty, F 
and gently, but powerfully,inclines and animates him al 
to Obedience; this makes it 515 Meat and Drink F 
to do the Mill of his heavenly Father : As Chriſt was tt 
devoted to God, fo the Chriſtian is not his own, he | a: 
lives not to himſelf ; all his Powers of Mind. and Ci 
Body, his Time and Talents are conſecrated to God: 
'1| In a Word, all the Vertues and Graces of the Man ce 
| Chriſt Jeſus, reign in his Heart and govern his Life. en 
The Temper and Life of the Believer, i is a Confor- 1 
mity to Chriſt, in Love to God, in Devotedneſs to his J 
þ Glory, in Delight in God, in Submiſſion, Patience, . 
Self-denial, Abftraftedneſs from the World; tis a 
Conformity to Chriſt, in Love to Mankind, Gentle- © 
neſs, Goodneſs, Meckneſs, Forbearance, Forgiveneſs 9 
and extenſive Charity; it is as the Life of Jeſus 

3 wich Righteouſneſs, Truth, Sobriety, Since= 8 © 
rity and Zeal for God: theſe are the Glory and Dig- F 
nity ef his Life; he not only profeſſes Chriſt, but B 
he lives Chriſt ; Chriſt lives in his Life, ſomething of tk 

the Beauty and Glory of the Life of Chriſt is tranſ- 
cribed into the Life of a Believer : Thus to him to al 
live is Chriſt. 3 Is 
Mioreover, Chriſt is the End i a Believer” sLife. h 
The ultimate End and Deſign of a Chriſtian is that 2 
Chriſt may be glorified 1 in bus Life; this we find was W- tt 

5 os 
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the unſhaken Reſolution of the Apoſtle, That Chriſt. 
might be magnified in his Body, whether it be by Life 
or by Death ; and we read it as the Character of 
Chriſtians : +. For none of us liveib to ' himſelf, and 
no Man dyeth to himſelf ; for whether zue live we 
live unto the Lord, and whether we die we die ung 
the Lord. Chriſt died for all, «that they wich live 
ſhould not henceforth live unta themſelves, but unto him 
that died for them and roſe again. Chriſt is in the 
Heart and Affections of the Believer : He is me firſt 
and beſt in his Eſteem ; his Soul is united to him by 


Faith and Love; hence he ſubjects all other Ends to 


this one, the Glory of Chriſt ; he looks upon himſelf 
as not his own but bought with a Price, even the pre- 
cious Blood of Chriſt, as of a Lamb without Spot or 


| Blemiſh. All his Aims, Deſires and Endeavours are 


center'd on Chriſt, and ſwallowed up in him; the 
natural Language of his Heart is, Lord glorify 
« thyſelf in me, teach me to advance thy Cauſe, 
« to: adorn thy Rong I have no ſeparate End, 
« thy Glory is myDelight ; thy Service is my Choice; 
« to this I devote all my Time, to this I conſecrate 
% my Powers, For this I chearfully deny and facri- 


« fice all my Luſts; whether therefore I eat or 


« drink, or whatever I do, all ſhall be directed to 


60 thy Glory.” Thus as the Love of Chriſt in the 


Heart is the Principle, ſo the Glory of Chriſt in the, 
Believer's View is the great End of his Life: And 

Furthermore, To obtain Chriſt is the great Deſire | 
and unwearied Endeaveur of a true Chriſtian. He 


is deeply ſenſible of his great Need of him, and of 


his All-ſufficienty and Ability 29 /ave to the utter= 

moſt all that come unto God by him ; to them that be- 
i Precious ; Li fee a divine Excellency 

bs Wk ra 7 
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5 
in him, he is in their Eſteem a Pearl of reat Price, 


for which they ſell all that they have; his Perſon is 
amiable, his Offices and Benefits are def rable. He 
therefore labours to obtain Chriſt, he ſeeks him; 
he follows hard after him, he calls upon him; he 
opens his Heart to receive him he cloſes with him 
by F aith,” he deſires to be ju/t1fied freely of God's 
Grace throug h the Redemption that is in Jeſus Chriſt ; 
he pray thee Chriſt may be made of God to him, Miß 
| dom, Righteouſneſs, Sanitification and Redemption; 
and his Fear is leſt he fail of an Intereſt in him: 
Thus the Apoſtle Paul rejefted all Confidence in his 


legal Righteouſneſs and high Attainments, earneſtly 
deſiring to be found in Cu; 9 Yea doubtleſi and I 


count all 5 but Laſ for the Excellency of the 
| Knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus my Lord, for whom I have 
fuffered the Loſs of all T hings, and do count them but 
Dung that I may win Chrif, and be found in him. 
Of ſuch Importance does an Intereſt in Chriſt appear 
do every Believer ; thus earneſt and importunate is 
he to obtain an Intereſt in him: And when he has 
a comfortable Hope of this, Oh! with what Affection 
and Joy does he adopt the inſpired Language, 
Tord now letteſt thou thy Servant depart in Peace, 
according to thy Mord, for mine Eyes have ſeen thy 
Salvation. Thus to him to live is Chriſt. 
Again, Communion with Chriſt is the Delight and 
Pleaſure of a Believer's Life. The Apoſtle John 
ſpeaking in the Name of Chriſtians tells us, and 
truly our Fellowſhip is with the Father and with bis 
Son, Feſus Chriſt. Agreably they are ſaid to have 
their Corrver 7 ation in Heaven, A Believer's Life is 
a walkin —— God, he acquaints himſelf with God, 
and this Communion and Acquaintance with his G 


and Saviour I is the * * * His Life, 'F 
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be delights to draw near toChriſt in ſecret ; Oh! how 
joyfully does he open his Heart to his Redeemer, _ 
1 ead all his Wants before him, and reſt in him by 
Faith and Love ; thoſe. are happy Hours that are 
ſpent in ſecret Comms with Heaven; His Thoughts 
are, as for them that are far from God, they "Ball pe- 
riſh ; but it is good for me to draw near z0 Gad. In 
a Word, it is not without great Pleaſure that a ſincere 
Chriſtian draws near to Chriſt, reads and hears his 
Word, converſes with him by Prayer and Praiſe, and 
ſits with him at his holy Table. The Pleaſure and 
ſubſtantial Felicity, he often finds in this Life, of 
Communion with Heaven, are a bleſſed Earneſt and 
Foretaſte of the Fellowſhip the Saints have with 
Chriſt in Glory. The Manifeſtations of divine Love 
N ſometimes experienced in ſuch a Life, are a 

Glimpſe of Glory, a Prelibation of the Joys which 
are at God's right Hand for evermore. 

Laſtly, Chriſt is the Hope of a Believer's "Tata. By 
| The Bclever? s Life is full of Hope that ſhall never 
make him aſhamed, he is ſupported amidſt the Sor- 
rows of Life, and ie Proſpects of Death with a 
Hope of immortal Glory ; and this Hope is built on 
Chriſt, as its Centre and Baſis; he is rhe Foundation, 
the Corner Stone, agreable to tis Apoſtle, + hich 
is Chriſt in you the Hope of Glory, He is deeply 
| ſenſible that all his Vertues are ſullied with Imper- 
fection, that his Graces are mixed with innumerable 
Failings; he is afraid to appear before a holy God in 
the Vertue of bis own Rig — he acknow- | 


Aa png a wer wg 
Hope py God ; he tows 


—— m__ = of” God unto eternal Life e 
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Ferna to thechriſttan to. live-is Chriſt: Aud thus have 


J given ſome Hints at the Character of a Believer's 
Life, which brings me to conſider, © 
_ Secondly, The Account of his Death, as to him 
io live 1s Gre ſo to him to die is Gain. Some 
read the Words of our Text, Þ&9th living and dying 
Chriſt is my Gain. He gains Chrill and eternal Glo- 
ry by Life and Death. Although by the Death of the 
Mediator, Death is aboliſhed ; Life and Iimortality 
are brought to Light in the Goſpel. Yer it has pleaſed 
God to continue Death in the World, as a ſtanding 
Teſtimony againſt Sin, as a ſuitable Means for the 
more eminent Exerciſe of a Chriſtian's Faith and Pa- 
tience; — and although in its own Nature, it is the 


awful Conſequence of the firſt Tranſgreſſion; yet 


to the Saints tis, thro' the infinite Wiſdom and Grace 
of God, turned to their unſpeakable Gain; the 
Sting of Death is taken away by the Death of Chriſt; 
and that which is to mortal Fleſh the Xing of Ter- 
rors, is to the Believer a neceſſary and ſhort Tranſ- 
lation to immortal Glory. Fleſb and Blood cannot in- 
Berit the Kingdom of God. Our Saviour has pur- 
cChaſed an Immortality, of which our Nature was not 
in its original Conſtitution made capable, a Glory and 


Happineſs far excelling that Felicity for which our 


Nature was originally deſigned : and doubtleſs the 


human Nature receives a vaſt Addition of Glory by 


its Union with the Son of God, by its Adoption to 


an Heirſbip with him to eternal Life, which we are 
told is the exalted Priviledge of true Chriſtians $. 
Therefore till this animal y be purify'd and 
changed, and in order to this, experience a Diſſolu- 


tion; it is not capable of the ſuperior Glory revealed 


in the Goſpel, given in Chriſt, and reſerved in Hea- 
ven for us. So that through the Grace of Jeſus 


Eso gar to zeen, Chriſtos, kai ts apothanein Kerdas. 
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Chriſt taſting Death for every Man, that temporal 
Death, which is entailed upon all Mankind, is the In- 
ſtrument of Immortality, hereby the Image of the 
earthly Adam is aboliſhed, that the. Saint may be 
transformed into the Likeneſ3 of the beauenly; for 
Chriſt ſhall change Our vile Body, that it may be 
faſhioned like unto his glorious Body, according to the 
working nn he is able even to ſubdue all T hings 
unto himſelf. B 


_ 1ſt. By Death the Believer gains a perfect Free- 
dom from the Sorrows and Diſtreſſes of this mortal 
State; this World is a vale of Tears, a continued Re- 
volution of Cares and Troubles; many are the Af- 
flictions of the beſt, the moſt eminent in thisState; there 
are ſpiritual and temporal Troubles with which the 

| Saints are viſited for their Tryal and Brightening ; 
theſe are to try their Faith, to wean them from Time 
and Senſe, to improve their Vertues and fit them for 
Heaven; the belt Saints are ſubject to Pain and Sick- 
neſs; there are the Days of Darkneſs, in which they 

. find no Pleaſurè The Children of God often endure 

N much, when their Fleſh and their Heart failetb. We 

| are often ſenſibly touched with their Infirmities. But 

5 Death gives them a perfect Freedom from all theſe 

Troubles, their Pains leave them at Death, the Soul 

rniſes above the reach of any temporal Trouble; it is 

| ſafely lodged in Abraham's Boſom, where there is 

g no more Pain nor Sorrow, for the former Things are 

Paſſed away ; God wipes away all Tears from their 

; Eyes; 4 and Sighing flee away for ever. 

J What unſpeakable Gain 1s this, to be ſet at an ever- 

laſting Diſtance from all Poſſibility of Pain and Trou- 

ble, never more to know what Grief or Pain is! this 


OP 


ut here I muſt deſcend to Particu- 
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2dly. The Believer by Death gains a perfect De- 
liverance from all che Buffetings and Temptations of 
Satan. Satan, for holy Ends, is ſometimes ſuffered I ' 
to buffet and perplex . Children of God; he often 
ſuggeſts terrible le aßpbemous Thoughts to che Mind; © 
accuſes the Chriſtian to his own Conſcience, and de- If 
ſtroys his 2 Repoſe, by his fiery Darts, This i © 
ry Trial to good Men. Bur by Death, 


bes, 4 


is often a 
Satan is conquered, they are at once delivered from all 
his Suggeſtions, he makes no more attempts upon tie I A 
Chriſtians Peace for ever. A precious Priviledge this, I h 
to ſuch as have been long wry! withPrincipalities il * 
endPowers. How great is his D Deliverance, how tweet b 


— 
my 


mo B Dea Beli I De 
| th the Believer gains a comp eat De- 
ae from. indwelling Sin 2 Darkneſs. They 
find in this Life, when they would do Good, Evil 
#8. preſent with them ; and Gi of the Ax voſtle i is the 
affectionate Language of the Children of God » : F Ob] 
wretched Man that Jam, who Hall deliver me from 
the Body of this Death? They lament the Infirmity 
of the Fleſh, and are buſily cleanſing themſelves from 
the Defilements of Sin ; their. pu reſt Devotions, and 
nobleſt Services, are Rained with the Filth of Sin ; 
chey are here watching and ſtriving, nting and V 
mortifying Sin; earneſtly crying for Deliverance, Uh 
wiſhing to love God more, to ſerve him better; and #4: 
live nearer to him. But at Death, the Chriſtian gains G 
a perfect Deliverance from all his Corruptions at C 
once; here is an End of Repentance, Watching, and 
Morrification ; he becomes a Spirit made perfect"; 
none of the Dregs of Sin enter che heavenly World; de 
he never laments his Defilement, or groans after De- 
liverance more; noDeadneſsever allays hisDevorion, I ** 


a ever clouds hisGraces. How fo weet 18 thisRoſ Xe 
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to the heavenly Soul! How happy to be free from 
all inherent Pollution! to have all Ignorance and Dark- | 
neſs difpelled ! to be preſent before God withoutSpot! 
This is a Salvation they are wiſhing for in this. Life ; 
. this is Joy, this is Life indeed. How.happy'to retire 
| victorious from the Field of Battle! How happy to 
taſte the Sweets of Liberty and Victor) 
_ 4thly, By Death the Believer gains a Freedom 
from the Fear and Terror of Death. Death is an 
awful Period, a Diſſolution ſhocking and terrible” to 
human Nature; the © King of Terrors“ to mortal 
Fleſh : There is a natural Dread of Mortality in the 
beſt of Men, and oftentimes good Men are deeply 
impreſs'd with this Fear; they are through Fear of 
Death ſubjecs ta eg *Tis hard to reconcile the 


2 Mind to ſuch a dreadful Event; many ſerious Chril- 
„/ tians are ever praying to be ſer above the Fears of 
he Death. But by Death they gain a Deliverance from 
2, cheſe affliftingCares, Immediately after the Diſſolution 
n of the Body, the Soul triumphs in its Victory; and 
ty though the final compleat Victory of the Saints over 
m Death is not till the hefucreion - when thrs Mortal 
dall put on Immortality, then ſhall be brought to paſs 
e Saying that is zuritten, Death is ſwallowed up in 
d = ”rHory. Oh Death where is thy Sting? O Grave 
e, ¶ here 15 thy Victory? T he Sting of Death is Sin, and 
d e Strength of Sin is the Law ; but Thanks be to 
is Wl God who giveth us the Victory through our Lord Feſus 
at C5r1/7. Though this is the final and compleat Vic- 
d tory of the Saints; yet at Death they obtain a noble 
Victory: And with what holy Triumph does the 
; departed Soul look back on Death, which was once 
its Terror. Once I feared that awful Period; O 
„Death, once I trembled at thy Cruelty, I abhorred 
& 8 © thyApproach. But now I have conquer d thy Ter- 


28 


* rors ; J have ſafely paſs'd that diſtreſſing —_— 
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.« I truſted my Soul to the Care of my kind Re- 
«« deemer, and ſafely walk'd thro' that gloomy Vale. 
« Farewell Fear, farewel Death: My Heart is glad, 
e my Glory rejoiceth ; my Fleſh alſg ſhall. ref in 


Hope; thou. doſt not leave my Soul in Hell, nor 


vuilt thou ſuffer thy holy One ever to ſee Corrup- 
% tion : Thou wilt ſhew me the Path of Life ; in thy 
« Preſence is Fullneſs of Joy; at thy Right Hand 
eee for evermore.”? © +. - 
Ithly. By Death theBeliever gains a more intimate 
Acguaintance with Feſus Chriſt. The Life of a 
Chriſtian is a Life of Acquaintance andConverſe with 
him, by Faith ; but there is here an interpoſingCloud, 
this mortal Fleſh hinders the more noble Views of 
Chriſt from the Mind ; and as they love their unſeen 
Saviour, and rejoice in the Hopes of being admitted to 
a nearer Acquaintance with him; ſo they are diligent- 
ly ſeeking it in this Life. And at Death they gain the 
erfection of all their Hopes; their Fellowſhip with 
him is raiſed and improved, agreable to our Saviour's 
Prayer, + Father, I will that they alſo whom thou 
| haſt given me, be with me where I am, that they may 
behold my Glory, which thou haſt given me. Faith is 
| there changed into Viſion, and all their Deſires are ſa- 
tisfied in the bliſsful Preſence of Jeſus Chriſt ; now 
they ſee through a Glaſs darkly, but then Face to Face. 


. ©. 6thly. By Death Believers gain the full and per- V 
petual Manife/tations f God's Love. The Favour, 
of God is Life, and his loving Kindneſs is better than 


Life ; The Love of God is the Soul's Felicity; but 
| ſuch is the Darkneſs of the preſent: State, that the 


Manifeſtations of God's Love are often intercepted 


by the intervening Clouds of Grief; God is ſome- 
times pleaſed, for the Trial of his Childrens Faith, 
to cloud his Face, and withdraw the en 

I John 17. 24. 3 


4 


of 


— bote. Bot by Death 925 Chi 
| Vilory over all his Fears and Doubts ; God ſhines 
ith the unceaſing Light of his Face, * Clouds of 
uilt and Darkneſs will ever intercept the animatin 
Beams of his divine Love; there is no Poflibilir 

Fear or Miſtruſt ii Heayen'® God's Face ſhines 6 

| Radiancy; and the Soul feels every Mo- 
ment cle vital Streams of his Love: The divine Lan. + 


have I drivwn thee. f In. e little Frath' IF bid'm . 
rom thee, for 'a Moment, but wvith everiaſty ſting 4 Kind- 
neſs will T have Mercy upon thee. gs 
7thly. By Death rheSainrs gain a 55570 om prehen-" 
ſi eee of God. Here they &now in Part; their 
Knowledge at K bed is but cenbne and very contracted; „ 
but at Death their Views are enlarged; this is expreſſed © 
by /eerng God. + When the mental Powers are relied 
from Darkneſs and Impurity, the Saints will have 4 
much more extenſive and excellent Knowledge of the 


Wiſdom, Power, Holineſs, Word and Works of the” 


divine Nature ſuch a Knowledge as far fur; | 
what they can have in this imperfect Staten 

 8hly. By Death the Saints gain Luſtre and Pera 
ſection to their Vertues. The nobleſt Graces are” 
here mixed with Imperfecſon; ; there is no unſullied _ 


Vertue, no unf potted Glory in this Life; the moſt 
to God is ſometimes abated” with" the 


tervent L 
Charms of the World; the ſtrongeſt F. aith and Vertue 
is ſometimes ſhocked by ſubtle Temptations: Per- 
fection is beyond the Bounds of Time, and the Sphere” 
of Senſe. But at Death the Chriſtians Graces a 
brightened, his Vertues ſhine with unſported Luſtte; 
There is no Darkneſs, no Imperfection; Grace ſhines 
and Vertue e ; there the 8 off Goch is com- 

C pleaiy 
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guage is that in the Propher, T have loved thee”: with 4 
an everlaſting Love; therefore with loving "Kindneſs 4 


\ 


a drawn; . if the Saints a fo. lovel 
mY To their Lig ht ſhines- with dees 8 
Men, if their F ach, Love, Patience and Humility, are 
ſo charming here, On! ! how ſhould we beraviſhed with 
the unſullied Vertues, the divine Characters of the 
Saints in Heaven: If they ſhine as Lights, at this 
amazing Diſtance from the Fountain of Light, in 
theſe cold and benighted Regions of Mortality; how 
illuſtrious are they, when they approach the Sun of” 
3 ufneſs, and reflect his transforming Ligbt. 
. gthly. By Death theSaints gain a perfect Satigſaction 
in e beben of God. He alone is the ſuitable 
Portion of our immortal Spirits; and as Believers are 
growing up in Vertue and Goodneſs, they come near 
wy God and reſt in him. But by Reaſon of inward 
tion and outward Temptations, the Troubles 
of K and Charms of ſenſible Objects, the beſt Men 
are often led from their Repoſe in God; but as they 
here ſee enough in God to: fill their Minds, ſo byDeath 
they arrive at the er Enjoyment of God, they 
reſt in him by a divine Complacency of Soul, they 
delight in his Goodneſs ; this fills their Minds; Oh 
the Satisfaction, the undifturbed Repoſe of the Saints 
in the perpetual Emanations of uncreated Goodneſs ! 
at thy right. Hand are Pleaſures for evermore. _ 
In a Word, when the Saints dye, they riſe above 
the Fears of temporal Judgments. They are talen 
from the Evil to come, their Hopes are accomp liſhed, 
' they receive the ample Reward of their F Oo Love, 
Zeal whe eke for God, they ; join the delightful 
of Heaven, they gain what Eye bath not 
pay nor Ear heard ; neither —— — into the 
Heart of Man, thoſe, glorious Priyiledges, which 
it 15 not poſſible * for a un utter.— IA 
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1 M- P RO V E M E N 7. 
- mY We learn of what great Basen 8 Chriſt is t 

in the Chriſtian's Life, to him to live rs Chriſt, And 
the Apoſtle tells us, + Chriſt is our Liſe ; a Believer's | 
Life is not an empty Formahity, or a mere lifeleſs 

| Morality, ariſing merely from the Nature and Fitneſs 

of Things: But it is a Life animated by 9 
guided by his Goſpel, conformed to his Exam mple, im: 
proved in his Service, and devoted to his Honour 
and Glory. A Chriſtian's Life is a holy Fellowſhip - 
with Chriſt, and with God through him; Love to the 
great Redeemer lays as the Principle of all evangelical 
Obedience ; this animates him in every Duty: In 
ſhort; Jeſus is the Life, Glory, Hope and Centre of 
a Chriſtian. How far elevated is ſuch a Life above 
an empty dead Morality ; I mean that Morality that 
has nothing to do with Chriſt thar pays no Regajd 
to the Mediator. 

. 2dly. Let us ſeriouſly aſk lee dich to 
us to live is Chriſt. Unleſs we live to Chriſt we 
cannot expe to die in him hereafter ; we muſt not 
only proteſs Chriſt with our Lips, bur lee him in 
our Converſation. Let me then aſk 1 on, m Aearers, 
are you animated with a Principle of divine Life from 
him ? Do- ou walk by hisGoſpel ? Do'you 2 
Vertues? Do you make his Service your E 
ment? Are your 2 Time and Talents devoted 5 
to the Glory of Chriſt ? Is he your End? Are his 
Graces your Glory? Is your Converſation in Hea- 
ven ? Do you live by the Faith of the Son of God? 

Is his Kingdom ſet up in your Hearts? 3 

reign in your Affections and govern your Lives ? Do 
you 2 ow to the Chriſtian Character? Are you | 
zealous in 5 ood Works, full of Life and Vigour in 
r e We muſt Fr 
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pect our Death will be Gain. Alas! how many, Re 
even in che] profeſſing World, are alienated from the rad 
Life of God,; how many are not ſavingly acquainted I St: 
with 7 agg — Strangers to this heavenly Life. co 
y. How different is the Death of A: Chriſtian | 
from - of a Chriſtleſs Sinner: One is unſpeakable I lec 
Gain, the other eternal Loſs : bat is ile Hope f pu 
tbe Hy rite, though be hath gained when God taketh an 
eway his. Soul. an. 
a 3 We learn Gow what has been ſaid the hap- 
py Death of. ſuch as have lived to Chriſt, and what pr. 
Comfort we ought to take in their Departure. The N uf 
Death of a Saint, tho? dark. in itſelf, and often threat- I le: 
ning to the Church of Chriſt, is to himſelf exceeding H 
Gain. Could we view this Change as the departed MW 
Saints do, in the Regions of Immortality, their Peach Ct 
would look much more agreable and pleaſant. Could ¶ i 
we view it as they do, Oh! what a bleſſed Change MW wi 
would it a Such as have lived to Chriſt, who D 
have ts war his Goſpel, copied his Vertues, de- 
voted themſelves to his Glory, lived near him by 
F aith and Love; they who have choſen an Intereſt I Pr 
in him, ſuch as have adorned his Doctrine by their Win 
heavenly Lives; Such happy Souls at Death gain IM fr: 
the Perfection of their Vertues, che End of all their I th: 
N Mart the perfect Man, and behold the Up- Nof 
or the End, or Reward of that Man is Peace. pr 
6 Hall enter into Reſt, they ſhall reſt in their Beds, T 
each one walking 1 in his. Uprightneſs. And I heard Pr 
Voice from Heaven, /a aying unto me, write, bleſſed 5 
are the Dead which die in the Lord, from henceforth, NC 
gee, ſaith the Spirit, that they riay reſt from their ſp 
Aten, and their Mori do follow ibem. At 
Such was the Life, and ſuch we believe the Donch WI 
4 that Honourable Perſon, whoſe Remains were 
. lately « entombed . , with the Honour and 
Reſpect 
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Reſpect due to her Memory; ; whoſe illuſtrious wink 
rater, and long diſtinguiſhed Vertues, in a dupe 1 
Station of Life, even common Deceney forbids 
to paſs, ed. = 5 5 
She, for Abilities of Mind, for Wiſdom, 8 
ledge, Prudence, Diſcretion, a heavenly Temper, 


pure Morals, unaffected Piety, ſhining 24 and 


an unſullied Character, has been WER . by | 
any of her Sex amongſt us. 

As her Mind was capacious, ſo it was r im- 
proyed by Reading, and wonderfully enriched with 
uſeful Ideas; in this She was greatly aſſiſted by the 
learned, judicious and pious Converſation of her lae 
Honourable Conſort. _ 

But her great Delight was to be MEI Fn "I 
Chriſt and his. Religion ; ro this End, She carefully 


ſtudied the Holy Scriptures, and acquainted Herſelf 


with the Writings of the moll ſerious and beave 
Divines, that theſe latter Ages have afforded. 
Her Heart was early ſeaſoned with the Gros & 
God; She early devoted Herſelf to God, made a 
Profeſſion-of Chriſt, and began that Life of Piety, 
in which She continued to increaſe to the End; 
from Her early Days Her Life was dignified with 
that Piety and Devotion, which are the true Gl | 
of Perſons of the higheſt Rank. In publick and 
private, 'in her whole Behaviour, She gave ample 
Teſlimony, that the Love of God was the rene 
Prineiple of her Life. | 
Her Words were fitly 8 Her Talent 6s F 
Converſation was extraordinary, Her Diſcourſes © 
ſprightly, judicious, ſerious, entertaining and editying: 
And whenShe ſpake of religious Truths, it was always 
with Seriouſneſs, and a profound Reverence of G 
and divine Things ; they who had the Honour of an 
3 wich Her, were greatly delighted and 


edified | 
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; ada with Her METER Paton: But jt muſt | 


not be ſuppoſed, that thoſe who knewHer only in the 


laſt Years of Life, when labouring under the Infir- 


mities of Age, could be fully ſenſible of the Spright- 


] Tinefs, Sweetneſs and Amiableneſs of Her Converſa- 
tion, in this She peculiarly excelled. _ 


In her Family, She was meek, tender and obliging ; 
faithful to the temporal and ſpiritual Intereſts of all 


under herCare; amiable and exemplary to all who had 


the Happineſs to live near her. 
She was kind and condeſcending to Perſons of the 


loweſt Circumſtances ; they were treated by Her 


15 with the Courteſy and Reſpect that becomes a Chriſtian, 


The Straits and Sufferings of the Poor very ſenſi- 
bly affected Her; She heartily pitied them, was ready 


to diſtribute, and willing to communicate as their Ne- 
ceflities required. 


She was ſtri& and S y in Her Obſervation 
of the Lord's-Day, viſibly diſcovering her Delight 
in it, and inward Veneration for it; and it was with 
Enter She expreſſed her Senſe of Rue gs that ſeem 
to be a growing Abuſe of that Day amongſt this People. 

Serious and conſtant was She in her Attendance on 


the Inftitutions of God's Houſe, "i in Seaſon and out 


of Seaſon; her Delight was in the Houſe of God, 


where She was pleaſed with the moſt heavenly and 
evangelical Diſcourſes ; Her Gravity, Attention and 


; Devotion, were truly exemplary. 


She had an affectionate Regard to the faithful Mi- 
tifters of Chriſt ; She reſpected and honoured them, 
and many of them ſhared the Marks of her Regard. 

To her to live was Chriſt ; Her great Delight was 


| in ſecret e nl Chriſt; and ſo great was 


her Love to ſecret Duties, that She conſtantly de- 


Foted a very confiderable Part of every Day, to be 


ſpent In her * in Jy. Meditation, Self- 


examination 


Grace, and ee every Behol 


Son to obtain whom was | the conſtant Endeavour, * 


F * 


to her Graces ; and to thoſe who were beſt acquaint- 
ed with Her, She appeared to be a cloſe, humble , Y 
Walker with God, — * uainted with the Life and 
Power of Religion; She ke th made Conſcience 
of all her Actions, and ſeemed to live ape at, a8 in 
the immediate Preſence of God. | 

And as the further Perſons advance in ſolid Biety, N 

vally grow in Humility and Self-diffidence ; 
b Ne Re ligion was ſtript of Oſtentation; Her nbi 5 


| Open Herſelf was truly remarkable; She ac». 


counted Herſelf not already to have -attdined > She 
was even bowed down with a humble Senſe of Her 


own Unworthineſs, looking u upon herſelf as Jef ib 


the leaſt of all Saints, as not worthy to be reckoned © * 
in the Number of true Chriſtians: Oh! how often, 


how affectionately did She lament Her Unfruitful- 8 


neſs, under the ee s She had long enjoyed: 
This, with a lively Sens of the Weight 5 Eternity, 
ſometimes ſo over- power d Her Mind. as, for a Time, 
to prevent Her taking that Comfort which evidently 
belonged to Her; She was remarkably ſelf-diffident,. 
and afraid of chinking too well of her own Condi- 
tion ; and when She expreſſed any SatisfaQion-in the. 
Review. of Her Life, it was ads in this hum- 


ble Manner: Oh! I hope I have „ 8 


ing to ſerve God, after my poor eee | 

« ner.” How amiable is this divine G | . 

lity is the Glory of a Chriſtian, adds L. 
„ 


This lowEſteem of Herſelf, led ber pie ein 


in all his Offices; reneuncingDependande ontſerſeltf. ; 


ſenſible of her Need of Chriſt, She greatly deſired 
to be found in bim; All her Hope 
in the free Grace of God, — the Merits of hie 


* ; Her 


examination and 3 ; this gave Life 2 L ue 


of 2 8 


_ 


her Life: This She often e- re 
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effed in the moſt de- 
yout/affe&ionate and moving Language. 
She longed to be made holy and heavenly ; more 


di the World?" ore Bike Crit, and 


to have a more intimate Acquaintance with God : She 
laboured and prayed for greater Meaſures of Sanctifi- 


cation: This was often her pathericLanguage, «Oh! 


«,'T think, I deſire Sanctification as much as Juſtifi- 
4 cation; to be holy as much as to be happy. Thoſe 
heavenly Breathings of Heart ſeem'd to increaſe, as 
She drew near the Cloſe of Life; as Her Fleſh and 
Her Heart failed Her,God was the Deſire and Strength 
of ber Heart: Her Piety and Devotion Teemed\ to 
increaſe under the Detays of Nature. 
She endured the Pain and Diſtreſs with which She 
was viſited, eſpecially during the laſt Months of Her 
Eife, with Chriſtian Patience and Reſignation roGod ; 


realizing Death in its gradual Approach, makin ir 


Her Buſineſs to be ready for the Coming of Her 


Lord,; She ſeemed to be weaned from the 


World; She faw nothing here for which it was worth 
while to live; She beheld Death in its neareſt Ap- 
| pibick; without Amazement; as Her Life was long 
an Ornament to Chriſtianity, and becoming a Diſei ple 
of Chriſt ; ſo She cloſed it with that Humility, with 
that Devotion; with that humble Confidence in Her 
God and Saviour, that one might expect in an experi- 
enced Chriſtian; ſuch as we would wiſh to find in a 
departing Friend. As for her to live was Taos 
ſo do die is Gain. But I forbear. 

May ſuch as have been acquainted witty Her boly 
and unblameable Walk in Chriſt, imitate Herwherein 
She followed Chriſt. Oh! that ſuch may remember 
her Faith, Love, Patience, Spirituality and Devotion; 
may they, by them, be eee and gar” to 
kye to Jeſus Chriſt. W & 7 ee 
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Ob that Perſons of the higheſt Rank, i in he hoſt 
affluent Circumſtances, would'-make' it * CO 
to live.co/Chiift.. Here you have an Example of 
One, amidſt the Riches and {Honours of tfüs World, 
devoting Herſelf to Chriſt, trampling under Foot che 
vain Pleaſures and Follies of the World: and what 
was her Glory will be yours. Oh! hom amiable 
ty appear in your Station. Yagi 
of Feſus manifeſt in your 2 Flejb, is the 
Life; this is your true Dignity, and alone will 
brighten your Character. Without Vertue and Piery 
there is no true Dignity ; tis only a holy Life iat 
can recommend you to, the ſobor Judgment and 
Reaſon of Mankind ; tis only a Character drawiwby 
a happy Union of the noble Graces of the Chriſtian 
Life that will ſtand as a Monument to perpetuate 
your Memory. * T bis ſhall be an Ornament of Grace 
unto thy Head as Chains about thy Neck, + Wiſdom 
is the principal Thing, therefore 7 Wijdem : and 


with all thy getting get Underſtanaing. "yp ber, and 


ſhe ſball promote thes: hk 4 Ling Re ge to Honour 
when thou doſt embrace her. ive tothineHead 
an Ornament of Grace: a oc of Glory fa fbe 
deliver to thee, Therefore make it your Concern to 
5 N to Chriſt, and as your Advanyge $ are ſuperior 


y; Ts mona 


Breaks sche 


you's are e to part with eee. here, 


your Death will be Gain, and you will tranſmit to 
oſteriry Characters worthy to be written in Letters of. 


Gold, and handed down to al! ſucceeding Ages of 
| IN for the as of the 7 Juſt is 41 


* * 


; -. Prov. > oy OY # Prov. 4. 7, 8, 9 25 
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cher Mens. improve them to thekobletPurpoſes: 72 4 
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. Since we ſee chat becher Riches nor Ho- 
nours, yea, not the moſt exalted Piety, can ſave us 
from the Power of Death; let us be convinced of the 
Vanity of the World; let us chuſe Chriſt, let us live 
by Faith, let us live near to God, let us devote our- 
ſelves to the Service and Glory of Chriſt, let us de- 

termine to tnoꝛ/ and ſeek nothing butZeſaus Chriſt and 

bim cruciſted; and in this let us be animated by the 

Examples of thoſe, who through Faith and Patience 
inherit the Promiſes. May Chriſt rule and govern in 
our Hearts and Lives. Let us ſtudy to excel in every 
Virtue; that when our Death comes, we may have 
Peace of Conſcience, and be able to ſay with the holy 
oO ye tome 10 live is ge and to die is Gam.” 
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